Right to education in Europe

Right to eduction is guaranteed under article 2 of Protocol 1 to the European Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms – an international treaty which is adopted by the member states of the Council of Europe. The European Court of Human Rights has through its more than 50 years of existence developed a substantial case-law interpreting this right. There are sometimes separate opinions attached to the judgments which indicate that there is not always a consensus among the judges and the member states of the Council of Europe about the scope of the right to education.

The presentation will address the right to education in the dynamic interpretation of the European Court of Human rights and then focus on some of the key questions and issues which were decided by this Court in th erecent years. The presentation will explain that the member states of the Council of Europe can determine the specific features of the right to education, defined by their history and traditions. This freedom is subject to the supervision of the European Court of Human Rights.

The presentation wil also describe how the right to education is defined in the Constitution of the Republic of Estonia and implemented in Estonia, which is one of the smallest member states of the Council of Europe and the European Union.

Mart Susi, dr. iur.
